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Presentation Notes
My name is Kathryn Kane, I am the Health Sciences Outreach Librarian located at WSU Spokane. This is a new position jointly funded by WSU and the National Library of Medicine, and is unique in that a position like this has not existed in this area before. I am going to talk to you about how and why this position was created and what we hope to achieve as far as supporting healthcare professionals in Eastern Washington. 



Elson S. 
Floyd 

College of 
Medicine

Rural and 
underserved 

areas

Statewide 
and 

community-
based

Inter-
professional 
education

Human 
health and 
wellness 
research

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First, I will give you some background on the two funding bodies behind this position. One of these, as I mentioned, is WSU. More specifically, it’s the Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine, which is a new institution located at WSU Spokane and is expected to receive its first class of students in the fall of 2017. 
 
One of its main objectives will be to increase the number of healthcare providers in rural and underserved areas, communities with historically low numbers of healthcare providers.

The curriculum will be statewide and community-based, meaning students will be placed in clinics located in Tri-cities, Vancouver, Everett, etc and will be focused on community health.

Inter-professional education will be a key component of the college, with students collaborating across departments and specialties to obtain a well-rounded knowledge base.

Conducting research on human health and wellness will be an important priority as well, as part of college-wide goal to become top 25 public research university in the nation by 2030.
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The other funding body is the National Library of Medicine, which is the world’s largest biomedical library, and it’s priorities can be broken down into four main areas:

To provide reliable and quality information for scientific endeavors,

To equip the public with appropriate consumer health information,

Collaboration with the National Network of Libraries of Medicine to spread awareness and provide support for health information resources, and

Grant funding to support research in medical informatics, health information science, and biotechnology information. 
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The priorities of these two institutions intersected to create my unique position. I have two objectives: to conduct outreach to rural healthcare providers in Eastern Washington to highlight health information resources like HEALWA; and to teach medical students at ESFCOM about resources for evidence-based practice and professional growth.
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For the first two years or so of the grant, my efforts will be focused on six counties in the eastern half of the state: Adams, Benton, Franklin, Grant, Okanogan, and Spokane. Once outreach is well underway in those counties, I can begin to expand into other counties, like Lincoln and Whitman.

My target audience initially will be nurses and physicians in these counties, plus health profession students and faculty at WSU. Over time, I can expand that audience to behavioral and allied healthcare professionals like therapists and chiropractors. 
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I will have four main goals to guide my work in outreach both in the rural community and on campus. I will promote NLM resources like PubMed, the state-funded HEALWA, and relevant WSU resources like subject guides to healthcare professionals. As far as HEALWA is concerned, I will aim to increase the number of registered users in Eastern Washington through my outreach efforts, as well as increasing awareness among WSU health professions graduates. Finally, I will pay extra attention to the information needs of nurses and other health professionals working with K-12 students, and develop initiatives for greater awareness of culturally appropriate HEALWA and NLM information resources to improve healthcare delivery in schools. 
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Based on those objectives, there are five goals for the first year of this position:

One, network with medical school faculty, which I have done by introducing myself and my position at staff meetings, and offering my services for workshops or assistance on HEALWA and relevant NLM resources.

Two, become familiar with the curriculum and support needs on campus by meeting with faculty and creating workshops for NLM resources. So far, I have conducted two workshops on how to use My NCBI and collected useful feedback for future workshops.

Three, plan an outreach approach to the rural healthcare providers in the six aforementioned counties. I have been building relationships with healthcare providers in Spokane County and plan to expand as my network grows. I have also been designing workshops, tutorials and conference exhibits.

Four, visit and present on HEALWA and NLM resources in each of the six counties. This goal is closely linked to the previous goal, and is still in the development stage. I plan to have met with interested healthcare providers in each of those counties by January.

And five, assess the information needs of the target outreach groups. To support my outreach planning, I am planning a focus group for school nurses in Spokane County, which will give me valuable insights into how I can best assist their health information needs. 
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As I mentioned before, this such a new and exciting position, both in the region and for me. So if you have any thoughts, comments, or advice, I would love to hear them. Here is my Twitter handle and my email if you would like to contact me. Thank you!
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